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CLAIRE GALVIN
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

PUTNAM — The fate of accused murderer 
and Willimantic resident Andrew Samuolis 
may finally be determined in January when 
a three-judge panel delivers a verdict on his 
case.

The panel met Monday morning at Putnam 
Superior Court to hear closing remarks and 
pose final questions for the defendant and the 
state’s attorney.

The panel, con-
sisting of judges 
Jack Fischer, Elliot 
Solomon and Arthur 
Hadden, adjourned 
to Jan. 17 at Putnam 
Superior Court, when 
they are expected to 
deliver a final verdict.

Samuolis’ charges 
stem from a June 25, 
2013, incident that 

occurred at the 31 Tunxis Lane home where he 
and his father, John Samuolis, lived.

According to the court arrest report, Willi-
mantic police were called to the Tunxis Lane 
house twice to check on John Samuolis, who 
had not been seen for several weeks.

Once the police gained access to the home, 
Andrew Samuolis allegedly ambushed and 
fired shots at them, hitting one officer who 
suffered non-life-threatening injuries.

According to the arrest affidavit, another 
officer suffered hearing loss from the shots, 
then-Sgt. Roberto Rosado, who has since 
become the department’s chief. 

Rosado attended Monday’s trial, but declined 
to comment.

Samuolis then fled to the woods where he 
was taken into custody a few hours later, after 
he engaged in gunfire with Connecticut State 
Police, according to the affidavit.

Police found the body of John Samuolis in 
a bedroom at the home, according to the affi-
davit.

According to court documents, Samuolis 
admitted to police he shot his father in the head 
three times in February 2013 after his father 
told him he wanted to sell the house and he 
would need to find a new place to live.

Windham County State’s Attorney Anne 
Mahoney recommended the panel pursue guilty 
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NEWS PAGE!
 Andover   Library gets grant 
from the Hartford Foundation 
for Public Giving | Page 3

 UConn   Huskies 
prepare to host Drexel 
tonight | Page 9

University of Connecticut doctoral students Anka Rao and Megan 
Puglia, professor Challa Vijaya Kumar of the UConn Division of 
Physical Chemistry and doctoral students Mensi Malhotra and 
Jingwen Ding present their work at the Gallery and Emporium at the 
East Brook Mall in Mansfield. Brett Donovan | Staff

The work of Advanced Placement students from E.O. 
Smith High School is on display. Brett Donovan | Staff

Chaplin Elementary School students created ‘dots’ that 
hang from the gallery’s ceiling. Brett Donovan | Staff

Road work continues
Windham Street remains closed to traffic as road and sidewalk con-
struction continues near Eastern Connecticut State University’s 
Shafer Hall on Monday. Roxanne Pandolfi | Staff

Samuolis
verdict is
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January
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MANSFIELD — After much delibera-
tion and some concerns, a majority of the 
Mansfield Town Council has voted to support 
proposed amendments to zoning regulations 
on housing.

The council has approved support of the 
amendments put forth by the Mansfield 
Planning and Zoning Commission, with all 
but GOP Councilman David Freudmann in 
favor of the motion.

The council’s vote is not a binding vote and 
is, merely, a recommendation to the PZC.

Mansfield Director of Planning and De-
velopment Linda Painter gave a presentation 
of the amendments to the council at its last 
meeting in November, outlining the signifi-
cant changes.

Council OKs
support for
housing reg
amendments
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MANSFIELD — Art is bringing 
the community together in a new 
way.

The Windham Arts Gallery and 
Emporium, which opened last 
month in the East Brook Mall in 
Mansfield, provides 
mall visitors with 
a relaxing place to 
embrace creativity 
amid the hustle and 
bustle of shopping.

Last week, the 
gallery hosted an 
art show to show-
case the creations 
of students in sur-
rounding areas.

The space is a 
project of Windham 
Arts, Questers’ Way 
and the East Brook 
Mall, which strives 
to be a community hub of expres-
sion through art.

This particular exhibit displayed 
work from Chaplin Elementary 
School students in kindergarten 
through sixth grade, E.O. Smith 
High School students and University 
of Connecticut doctoral students led 

by Challa Vijaya Kumar, a UConn 
professor and head of the UConn 
Division of Physical Chemistry.

Windham Arts Gallery Director 
Stephanie Henderson said the suc-
cess of this art space is important 
for helping the mall become more 
of a community lifestyle center.

“The direction 
that malls are mov-
ing in is, if they’re 
going to be suc-
cessful, especially 
in areas like this, 
it should be a place 
where communities 
can come together,” 
Henderson said.

The expansive 
work of Chaplin 
students showcased 
the accomplish-
ments made dur-
ing a drawing unit 
in art class, which 

included chalk pastels, among other 
stylistic methods.

For these students, according to 
Chaplin art teacher Karen Avis, the 
focus is on exploring materials for 
creating art and developing their 
own ideas, whether working with 

Art at the mall
East Brook’s gallery is
showcase for local artists

ART, Page 4

The direction that 
malls are moving 
is, if they’re going 
to be successful, 
especially in areas 
like this, it should 
be a place where 
communities can 
come together.

Stephanie Henderson
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Framed electron microscope photography by University of Connecticut students at the Gallery and 
Emporium at the East Brook Mall in Mansfield are closeups of protein that have been artificially 
manipulated and chemically modified. Brett Donovan | Staff

warm and cool colors or learning 
about depth of space.

“Having their work set up next 
to professionals’ (art) gives them a 
lot of perspective,” Avis said. “The 
kids have loved coming in with 
parents and family to see it in a 
public place.”

She said the opportunity of dis-
playing work in a public place is 
encouraging for the students, espe-
cially when people are attracted 
to the gallery during their holiday 
shopping.

“What I try to do is give them 
the opportunity to explore all art 
media,” Avis said. “As they get 
into sixth and seventh grade, they 
start to get pulled into different 
directions.”

Framed photographs on the gal-
lery walls from UConn students 
were the product of a rather uncon-
ventional method of creating art: 
using an electron microscope to 
produce an image of protein.

“It’s protein that’s been artifi-
cially manipulated and chemically 
modified,” Kumar said.

The doctoral students participate 
in the Kumar Group at UConn, 
the mission of which is to create 
objects on the nanoscale through 
nature experiments and share their 
knowledge with the community.

The photographs, generated by 
the electron beam, are initially 
recorded in black and white with 
shades of gray.

The images are subsequently col-
ored by the members of the group 
to supplement a degree of artistry.

Similar to taking a picture of a 
location like the Grand Canyon to 
capture the beauty of the moment, 
Kumar said this is very similar in 
the sense of capturing the beauty 
of nature.

“Here it’s the same thing,” Kumar 
said. “Nature is creating it, but it’s 
under a different set of conditions. 
The art aspect of this is nature’s art. 
We’re trying to connect the signs, 
and the art bridges that.”

More information on the Kumar 
Group’s work can be found online 
at jasmin.chem.uconn.edu/jasmin-
Site/Home. 

The Gallery and Emporium is 
open Thursdays through Saturdays 
from noon to 8 p.m. and Sundays 
from noon to 5 p.m.

Follow Brett Donovan on Twitter 
- @BDonovanTC.

verdicts for all of the charges.
Monday, Samuolis sat quietly and 

calmly through the state’s recom-
mendation and did not speak during 
the trial.

Samuolis, 39, is charged with mur-
der; attempt at first-degree assault-
causing serious physical injury; five 
counts of attempt to commit assault-
serious physical injury; assault on a 
public safety officer; five counts of 
attempt to commit assault on a public 
safety officer; second-degree breach 
of peace; second-degree threatening; 
and illegal discharge of firearm.

He has remained in custody since 
his 2013 arrest and has pleaded not 
guilty to all charges. 

He has a total bond of $990,000.
Samuolis is being represented by 

William Paetzold, who is pleading 
a not-guilty-by-reason-of-insanity 
defense for the charges.

Monday’s trial deliberations fo-
cused on whether the court should 
dismiss defense expert Dr. Alexander 
Westphal’s reports on Samuolis’ 
mental health.

Mahoney said Westphal, a psy-
chiatrist who specializes in autism, 
did not analyze all the charges, but 
instead focused on Samuolis’ murder 
charge.

State psychiatric expert Dr. 
Catherine Lewis, the state psychia-
trist who compiled a mental health 
report on Samuolis, initially said 
Samuolis lacked the ability to con-
trol his actions — a key part of the 
insanity defense.

However, after Lewis viewed 
Westphal’s videotaped interviews 
with Samuolis, she could not form 

an opinion on whether Samuolis 
could have stopped himself from fir-
ing the first shot at his father.

Both the defense and state agreed 
Samuolis suffered from autism and 
severe isolation, but did not agree 
his mental illness made him unable 
to control his actions and conform 
to laws.

“This is not a case of ‘whodunnit’ 
because we all know who commit-
ted the crimes,” Paetzold said. “The 
only question for the court is with 
Andrew’s mental state, should he be 
held responsible.”

Paetzold said, besides his autism 
diagnosis, Samuolis had a dimin-
ished capacity to deal with stress, no 
coping skills, was isolated and expe-
rienced paranoia, delusional think-
ing and unpredictable behavior.

Mahoney argued Samuolis did 
not act on impulse, but planned his 
attack and deliberately chose a sec-
ond weapon for his second and third 
shot to kill his father.

“He sat in the basement for one 
hour, listening and waiting for his 
father to stop pacing upstairs before 
he shot him,” Mahoney said. “Just 
because he’s autistic does not mean 
he couldn’t have conformed his con-
duct to the law.”

Solomon said, at one point, Sa-
muolis was able to conform his con-
duct when he surrendered to state 
troopers.

Mahoney recommended Westphal’s 
biased and unreliable conclusions be 
discarded and only Lewis’ reports be 
considered.

Follow Claire Galvin on Twitter 
- @CGalvinTC.

The alterations include a new 
“group dwelling” use which is autho-
rized with special permit approval in 
certain town zones, adding “multi-
family” dwellings to the list of uses 
allowed in those districts.

The amendments would addition-
ally implement affordable hous-
ing requirements for all residential 
developments larger than five units 
in size and rid the terms “fraternal 
organization” and “fraternal organi-
zation house” from the zoning regu-
lations vocabulary.

“We felt it was important to put 
this on the agenda because of the 
comprehensive nature of these 
amendments,” Painter said.

A number of concerns were 
addressed by council members in 
regards to the overuse of a fee-in-
lieu for affordable housing devel-
opment, retaining consistency with 
the Mansfield Tomorrow plan and 
the possibility of affordable housing 
units being grouped together.

The council previously supported 
proposed affordable housing regula-
tion amendments in July that were 
put forth to address the need for 
affordable housing in Mansfield.

Those amendments allow for the 
payment of a fee-in-lieu to a hous-
ing trust fund setup by the town for 
projects of 20 units or fewer.

An in-lieu fee payment is a com-
mon alternative to the payment for 
on-site production and is typically 

paid into a housing trust.
Councilman Ben Shaiken predict-

ed most developers of large, multi-
family or group dwellings will be 
interested in the fee-in-lieu option.

“I’m really glad that we’ll have 
some opportunity as the govern-
ing body of the town through the 
planning and zoning commission to 
weigh in on that issue and say ‘yes’ 
or ‘no,’” Shaiken said. 

“At the end of the day, we need 
more affordable housing units and 
everyone paying a fee-in-lieu is not 
going to do as much to accomplish 
that goal as building a percentage of 
the units to be maintained as afford-
able.”

Freudmann opposed the motion 
on the table and cited a number of 
concerns he had with the proposed 
changes.

Those, he said, included having 
one space per bedroom assigned 
to units and how the properties are 
being used.

“I remember once hearing Attorney 
(Kevin) Deneen say that, in general 
with zoning regulations, it should be 
about how you use a property, not 
who is using it,” Freudmann said. 
“It’s a general rule of how zoning is 
supposed to be.”

A PZC public hearing on the pro-
posed changes is to be scheduled in 
the near future.

Follow Brett Donovan on Twitter 
- @BDonovanTC.

MICHELLE FIRESTONE
CHRONICLE STAFF WRITER

Following heavy wind gusts 
overnight, many area towns report-
ed fallen trees and wires down this 
morning, closing some roads in the 
process and disrupting traffic.

According to a tweet from 
Lebanon First Selectman Betsy 
Petrie, a portion of Jordan Road in 
Lebanon was closed this morning, 
with trees and wires down.

The tweet indicates Jordan Road, 
in the area of the Windham town 
line, was closed and motorists 
should seek alternate routes.

Some residents in area towns 
experienced power outages in con-
nection with the wind.

There were also a few reports 
of trees and wires down in 
Willimantic.

A 12:27 a.m. report from Willi-

mantic Fire Department Chief 
Marc Scrivener indicates a tree and 
wires were down at the intersection 
of Pleasant and Hayden streets.

Eversource Energy arrived on 
the scene and requested firefight-
ers continue to block the road until 
power lines were removed, the 
report indicates.

Scrivener did not know if the 
road was still blocked as of this 
morning.

At 12:29 a.m., Scrivener reported 
a tree fell on wires at 296 Jackson 
St.

According to the report, when 
firefighters responded, they found 
a tree limb down on the sidewalk 
and a lane of the roadway, as well 
as a branch resting on wires.

The limb was removed from the 
roadway.

The report indicates no wires 
were down, however, the 296 

Jackson St. area was without power. 
The scene was eventually cleared, 
according to the report.

Coventry Police Chief Mark 
Palmer said fallen trees were re-
ported on several streets this morn-
ing, including Plains Road, Parker 
Bridge Road, Cindy Drive and 
Pucker Street.

He said on Pucker Street, the 
tree was down across the road and 
branches were on the wires, but the 
wires weren’t down.

Palmer said there weren’t any 
accidents caused by fallen trees.

Mansfield Fire Department Chief 
Francis Raiola said there were 
no major incidents firefighters 
responded to, but there were small 
amounts of debris in Mansfield, 
like other towns.

Follow Michelle Firestone on 
Twitter - @mfirestone.

High winds take down trees, wires

MANSFIELD — The Mansfield 
Fire Department was at the scene of 
a motor vehicle accident this morning 
that resulted in someone being pinned 
between two trucks.

According to a tweet from Tolland 
County 911 at 8:02 a.m., fire offi-
cials responded to state Department 
of Transportation testing site, which 
is in the area of the Windham Region 
Transit District building on South 
Frontage Road. 

The trapped individual was freed 
and advanced life support was started 
at the time of the call, according to 
the tweet.

Ultimately, Mansfield Fire Depart-
ment Chief Fran Raiola said there were 
minor injuries reported and one indi-
vidual was transported to Windham 
Community Memorial Hospital in 
Willimantic for treatment. 

No other information was available 
at press time.

Art at East Brook Mall
Continued from Page 1

Person pinned between two trucks

Samuolis verdict is
coming in January
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HARTFORD — Connecticut expe-
rienced a 17.4 percent increase in 
homelessness between 2017 and 
2018, according to a federal report 
released Monday.

The U.S. Housing and Urban 
Development’s annual assessment 
to Congress counted the number of 
homeless on one day in January 2017 
and compared the tally to a day in 
January of this year. It found that 
3,976 people experienced homeless-
ness on the count day this year. Most 
were in emergency shelters or tran-
sitional housing, while 581 people 
were unsheltered.

But representatives for Connect-

icut’s Department of Housing and 
Gov. Dannel P. Malloy said the uptick 
was mostly due to large numbers 
of Hurricane Maria evacuees from 
Puerto Rico, who relocated to the 
state after the destructive storm.

“While year over year snapshots 
will go up and down, we should 
be clear that this year’s report is 
almost entirely attributable to the 
aftermath of Hurricane Maria,” said 
Malloy spokesman Leigh Appleby. 
“Connecticut has seen real and sub-
stantial progress on our efforts to end 
homelessness.”

Department of Housing spokes-
man Dan Arsenault noted that the 
report highlighted successes when it 

comes to combatting homelessness in 
Connecticut, a key issue for outgoing 
Democratic Gov. Dannel P. Malloy’s 
administration. 

There were 190 veterans who expe-
rienced homelessness on this year’s 
count day, marking a 0.5 percent 
decline from January 2017. Since 
2010, veteran homelessness in Con-
necticut has declined by 60.6 per-
cent.

The report also shows that chronic 
or long-term homelessness among 
individuals in Connecticut has 
decreased 18.8 percent, or by 79 
people, since 2017.

On the other hand, the report shows 
homelessness experienced by fami-

lies increased 41 percent. Arsenault 
said part of that increase can also be 
attributed to the influx of evacuees
from Puerto Rico. 

But he said the administration real-
izes there’s a need and has stepped up 
efforts to help families find homes.

Last week, Malloy announced the 
state and its nonprofit partners had
matched 280 families, including 548
children and 438 adults, with housing 
during the last three months. 

It’s part of the Governor’s Challenge 
on Family Homelessness, a campaign
that was launched in September to
house as many homeless families as 
possible.

Federal report finds homelessness has climbed in Connecticut
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